
What has driven SRK's business in 
the USA in the last few months?
Our North American operations have 
been remarkably active, particularly 
in the US. We have been extensively 
involved in several new projects and 
supporting existing operations. Some 
of the latest projects have included 
lithium, copper and gold. We have 
worked on resource and reserve es-
timates, mine planning, and compre-
hensive mine waste engineering and 
permitting exercises.

With the Biden administration's 
heightened focus on critical minerals, 
there has been a surge in activity and 
funding dedicated for critical miner-
als projects, including reprocessing 
old mine waste to extract minerals 
that were once considered of little to 
no value.

Additionally, despite recent lithium 
price fluctuations, long-term perspec-
tives drive sustained interest.

What is the importance of mine clo-
sure plans?
Mine closure is not merely an end-of-
life consideration; it demands early 
attention during the mine life cycle, 
especially during the development 
phase. Forethought in the design of 
mine and waste facilities can help 
avoid complications and higher costs 
during closure.

On the other hand, proactive en-
gagement with communities and 
stakeholders has gained increasing 
importance. Asking for their input 
early in the process ensures their in-

volvement in discussions about the 
future use of the mine property, con-
sidering potential repurposing of land 
and infrastructure for other uses. The 
overarching goal is to facilitate a tran-
sition from a mining-based economy 
to a post-mining one, emphasizing 
socio-economic transitioning.

How do you approach integrat-
ing new technologies into existing 
mine closure plans?
Current technologies to extract ad-
ditional metals from mine waste is a 
good example. By extracting critical 
metals from mine waste, we can miti-
gate the potential environmental im-
pacts from a closed site. However, it 
is crucial to acknowledge the constant 
evolution of mine closure technolo-
gies. Even with a meticulously planned 
closure for a 20-year mine life, the de-
velopment of new technologies is inev-
itable. Continuous review and modifi-
cation of closure plans are essential as 
new data emerges, regulations evolve, 
community perspectives shift, and in-
novative technologies are developed.

How do mine closures affect local 
communities from a socio-econom-
ic perspective?
Closure of mines will affect local com-
munities, regardless of where they 
occur. However, in the US the impacts 
can be less than in many countries 
where community resilience is limited, 
government and community capacity 
is less, and workforce mobility more 
difficult. Socioeconomic transition-

ing is complex and despite efforts to 
mitigate the impacts of mine closure 
on communities and local economies, 
some level of impact will remain.

Mining jobs generally offer higher 
than average salaries. While some 
jobs may be replaced post-closure in 
other industries, rarely are all posi-
tions filled, and the new opportunities 
often come with lower salaries. This 
presents a significant challenge, es-
pecially considering the potential out-
migration of skilled workers seeking 
employment in other mining regions. 
This dynamic not only alters the eco-
nomic landscape but also impacts the 
character of local communities.

Finding alternative future uses for 
mine sites and infrastructure is one 
method for developing alterative 
economies and mitigating some of the 
impact of mine closure. For example, 
most mine sites in the US rely on the 
grid for power, utilizing high-capacity 
transmission lines. When a green en-
ergy component is part of the closure 
vision, there is potential to repurpose 
these transmission lines.

Where do you see gaps that should 
be bridged in mine closures?
I have been heavily focused on so-
cio-economic transitioning in recent 
years. Historically, there has been 
a tendency to create silos between 
those working on community engage-
ment and the technical aspects of clo-
sure. My focus is to bridge this gap and 
integrate the technological and social 
dimensions of mine closure. This inte-
grated approach is personally exciting 
and fulfilling especially because it fos-
ters a more holistic and practical path 
to success for closure initiatives.

What should we expect from SRK in 
the upcoming months?
At SRK, we strive to maintain leader-
ship across various sectors within our 
scope of services. Considering the 
ongoing labor shortage in the mining 
industry, we are constantly seeking 
bright individuals. We actively seek 
talented people with innovative ideas, 
recognizing the industry's need for 
fresh perspectives. Internally, we are 
exploring the potential use of artifi-
cial intelligence in our work, though 
cautiously, ensuring it aligns with our 
commitment to excellence. ■

Jeff Parshley
Corporate Consultant
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Brock Norwood, Head of Mining Business Development, DHI GROUP
“A water balance, coupled with a groundwater model, facilitates informed 
decisions on pumping locations, quantities, and water quality considerations. 
This includes assessing whether to redirect pit water to stormwater retention 
ponds or other pits or for on-site purposes such as in SX plants or dust 
suppression.”

Alan Driscoll, VP and Director of Mining Services, FORSGREN ASSOCIATES
“Building strong relationships with regulators right from the outset remains 
a critical strategy. It fosters trust and transparency and paves the way for 
smoother project execution.”

Robert Livermore, Mining Director, 
CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS (CEC)
“Mines are increasingly aware of their social impact and the importance of 
maintaining a balance with the environment. Moreover, there is a growing 
effort to educate younger generations about the significance of mining and 
the role of natural resources in our lives.”

Doug Cannon, President and CEO, NV ENERGY
“Renewable energy projects may seem pricier upfront but offer long-term cost 
savings. Thus, it is not necessarily a matter of renewables being significantly 
cheaper today; instead, they provide cost stability and predictability over 
the entirety of the project's lifespan.”

Balancing water and energy consumption
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Chris Summers, CEO, BURGEX MINING CONSULTANTS
“It is unrealistic for small entities like ours to bear the entire burden of 
advocating and promoting responsible mining. We need to join forces with 
majors, juniors, and other consultancies to collectively help the public 
understand the transformative changes in the industry.” 
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